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BEACONSFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Report  to  the 
Beaconsfield  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, — 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  my  Eleventh  Annual 
Report  on  the  Sanitary  condition  and  general  health  of  the  town 
for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1911. 

DRAINAGE,  SEWAGE,  &c. 

The  amount  of  obstruction  in  the  Sewage  System  of  the  old 
town  by  foreign  bodies,  such  as  rags,  sticks,  tow,  etc.,  which  in 
previous  years  has  been  a source  of  great  trouble  and  expense,  has 
been  much  less  frequent  during  the  past  year. 

The  sewage  matter,  which  is  distributed  over  an  irrigation 
farm,  has  at  times  overflowed  into  adjoining  fields,  and  expert 
advice  has  been  taken  to  remedy  the  evil. 

Although  a few  more  houses  have  been  connected  with  the 
sewer,  I regret  that  the  hope  that  all  would  have  been  completed 
by  the  time  this  report  was  issued  has  not  been  realised,  as  there 
are  still  a few  cottages  remaining  supplied  with  the  pail  system. 

The  automatic  flushing  brick  w.c.s  supplied  to  many  cottages 
during  the  past  three  years  continue  to  give  absolute  satisfaction, 
and  are  much  to  the  credit  of  those  landlords. 

I only  wish  the  few  remaining  owners  would  follow  this  good 
example. 

The  Sewage  System  towards  the  North  part  of  the  town  has 
not  yet  been  completed,  but  there  is  no  doubt,  as  soon  as  satis- 
factory arrangements  can  be  made  this  will  be  done,  and  thus 
gradually  put  an  end  to  the  cesspool  system  now  in  existence.  The 
cesspools  have  been  a continuous  source  of  trouble  and  friction 
between  the  residents  in  that  part  of  the  town  and  the  Council’s 
officials. 

Owing  to  the  excessive  rainfall  at  various  times  during  the 
year,  and  the  consequent  inflow  of  surface  and  land  water,  some  of 
the  cesspits  have  filled  with  alarming  rapidity.  It  has  therefore 
been  impossible  to  immediately  attend  to  every  urgent  call,  and 
take  the  sewage  cart  and  men  off  the  systematic  routine  work  at  a 
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minute’s  notice.  There  are  many  cesspools  which  give  not  the 
slightest  trouble,  whilst  others  continually  require  emptying. 

If  this  part  of  the  town  continues  to  increase  at  the  same 
rate  during  the  coming  year,  one  sewage  van  will  hardly  be  able 
to  keep  pace  with  the  work. 

As  in  past  years,  the  removal  of  house  refuse,  etc.,  has  been 
carried  out  in  an  efficient  and  satisfactory  manner  by  the  Council’s 
scavenger,  the  ashes  and  house  refuse  being  deposited  in  metal 
bins  and  their  contents  removed  at  regular  periods. 

On  May  13th  my  attention  was  drawn  to  the  refuse  from 
storm  water  gratings,  road  sweepings,  etc.,  collected  in  heaps  along 
the  main  road,  and  allowed  to  remain  for  many  hours  before 
removal  by  the  slop  cart.  This  matter  gave  off  a very  pungent, 
objectionable  odour,  and  no  doubt  particles  deleterious  to  public 
health. 

This  road  being  under  the  control  of  the  Bucks  County  Council. 
I communicated  with  the  County  Surveyor. 

There  has  been  no  further  cause  of  complaint. 

COW-SHEDS,  DAIRIES,  &C. 

At  regular  periods  during  the  year  these  have  been  inspected, 
and  instructions  given  for  re-limewashing,  etc. 

Most  of  the  owners  use  a patent  spraying  apparatus  for 
applying  the  limewash  to  every  part  of  the  building,  so  that  every 
corner  and  crevice  is  much  more  effectually  treated  than  by  the 
old  brush  method,  besides  saving  in  time  and  labour. 

In  one  instance,  instructions  were  given  for  some  slight  alter- 
ations to  the  floor  of  the  shed.  Although  properly  paved,  chan- 
nelled, etc.,  the  distance  between  the  manger  and  channelling  was 
not  quite  long  enough  to  ensure  the  cattle  being  kept  thoroughly 
clean  when,  owing  to  climatic  conditions,  they  were  forced  to  live 
in  the  sheds.  The  alterations  required  at  the  dairy  have  been 
carried  out  satisfactorily. 

There  is  no  milk  sent  to  London  from  the  farms.  The  quality 
of  the  milk  supply  is  up  to  the  standard.  The  necessity  of  super- 
vision of  milch  cows  and  regular  inspection  by  veterinary  surgeon 
is  a most  important  matter. 

THE  SLAUGHTER-HOUSE 

Has  been  periodically  inspected,  limewashed,  and  kept  in  a 
satisfactory  condition.  The  plans  and  place  for  a new  slaughter- 
house for  another  butcher  have  been  passed  and  a licence  granted. 

THE  BAKE-HOUSES 

In  the  district  have  been  visited  at  regular  intervals,  and 
found  in  good  repair,  periodically  cleansed,  limewashed,  and  kept 
in  a satisfactory  condition. 

There  are  no  iinderground  bakehoiises. 


6 


HOUSING,  &c. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  you  received  letters  from  the 
Local  Government  Board  and  Bucks  County  Council  re  Housing 
of  the  Working  Classes.  1 was  instructed  to  report  on  the  matter, 
and  a copy  was  sent  to  each  of  the  aforesaid  Authorities.  In  the 
letters  reference  is  made  to  Section  3 of  the  Act,  1909,  which  refers 
to  loans  from  Public  Loan  Commissioners  to  Local  Authorities  for 
the  purpose  of  Housing  Acts. 

In  the  case  of  Beaconsfield  I consider  the  Council  is  not  justified 
in  expending  public  money  in  this  direction  at  the  present  time. 

In  my  reports  I have  suggested  the  building  of  more  cottage 
property  to  accommodate  the  increasing  working  class,  such  as 
gardeners,  coachmen,  builders’  labourers,  etc.,  which  must  in- 
crease in  proportion  to  the  growth  of  a developing  residential  neigh- 
bourhood, and  have  made  suggestions  on  this  matter  (see  report 
1909),  which  is  rather  a matter  of  private  enterprise  and 
speculation,  the  great  difficulty  being  adequate  accommodation,  at 
a rate  of  rental  that  can  be  paid  by  these  jJersons.  The  chief 
point  in  the  letter  appears  to  refer  to  Section  17  of  the  Housing 
Town  Planning  Act,  1909,  which  has  reference  to  houses  unfit  for 
habitation  owing  to  insufficient  light  and  ventilation. 

The  duty  rests  with  the  Local  Authority  in  discovering  such 
houses. 

Section  14-15  refer  to  houses  let  for  less  than  3 years,  the  rent 
not  exceeding  £16  per  annum,  which  must  be  kept  by  the  landlord 
in  a**  respects  reasonably  fit  for  habitation. 

The  Council  have  power  to  demolish  all  cottages  reported  unfit 
for  habitation,  so  at  the  same  time  stimulate  private  enterprise 
by  building. 

We  have  no  back-to-back  houses  in  the  town,  neither  have 
we  any  courts  or  yards  with  insufficient  air  space. 

During  the  past  21  years  much  has  been  done  by  judicial 
suggestions  by  the  Officers  of  the  Council  to  improve  the  condition 
of  the  present  existing  cottage  jjroperty,  without  having  to  put 
into  force  legal  means.  These  cottages  have  been  gradually  pro- 
vided with  more  ventilation,  open  windows,  light,  w.c.  accommo- 
dation, with  automatic  flushing  tanks,  and,  in  some  instances,  wash- 
houses away  from  the  cottages  are  being  provided. 

I have  strongly  advised  painting  the  wall  with  sanitary  colour 
wash,  instead  of  papering.  Regarding  further  erection  of  new 
cottage  property,  it  is  purely  a matter  of  cost  and  adequate  accom- 
modation at  a rent  that  can  be  paid  by  the  artisan,  etc. 

The  inspection  of  cottage  property  has  been  carried  out  from 
time  to  time,  and  any  defects,  state  of  repairs,  bad  ventilation, 
insufficient  light,  over-crowding,  and  insufficient  or  inadequate  w.c. 
accommodation  reported,  and  the  owners  communicated  with. 

A piece  of  land  has  been  purchased  by  a syndicate,  presumably 
for  the  erection  of  Cottage  Homes.  This  venture,  I trust,  will 
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be  successful,  and  supply  good  cottages  at  rents  able  to  be  paid 
by  the  working  class. 

ROADS,  PATHWAYS.  LIGHTING,  fic. 

A considerable  improvement  may  be  seen  in  the  condition  of 
the  main  roads  and  pathways,  but  unfortunately  those  private 
ones,  which  have  not  yet  been  taken  over  by  the  Council,  are,  in 
many  instances,  in  a deplorable  state ; in  fact,  some  householders 
have  made  up  the  pathway  in  front  of  their  residences. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  these  private  roads  and  paths  will  be  soon 
put  in  proper  order  by  those  owners  of  property  and  houses,  so 
that  they  may  be  taken  under  proper  control. 

The  general  lighting  of  the  town  has  greatly  improved.  With 
the  increasing  improvements  in  drainage  and  roads  extensions  in 
lighting  may  be  expected. 

HEDGES,  DITCHES,  fic. 

Many  of  the  ditches  have  been,  and  are  being,  thoroughly 
cleaned  out,  and,  in  some  instances,  deepened. 

Hedges  have  been  cut  down,  thus  opening  many  of  the  roads 
to  more  light  and  air,  and  so  facilitating  the  more  rapid  drying 
of  them. 

I would  like  to  point  out  an  especially  dangerous  corner  in 
the  district,  the  bend  at  the  bottom  of  Ledborough  Hill,  in  order 
that  some  improvement  might  be  suggested. 

I bring  this  matter  forward  for  two  reasons  : — 

I.  — More  than  one  accident  has  happened. 

II.  — On  account  of  increasing  motor  traffic  on  the  Seer 

Green  and  Amersham  Roads. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  have  been  very  few  returns  of  any  of  the  notifiable 
infectious  diseases  during  the  year,  and  under  personal  observation 
were  satisfactorily  isolated  at  their  own  homes  without  any  further 
spread  of  the  disease. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

One  case  reported  during  the  year. 

On  Sept.  9th,  1911,  Dr.  Dickson,  M.O.H.,  Wycombe  Rural 
District,  informed  me  that  an  infectious  case  (Scarlet  Fever?)  had 
been  conveyed  from  Margate  to  their  home  at  Wooburn  in  a public 
conveyance,  hired  from  Beaconsfield.  On  making  full  inquiry,  I 
found  it  was  hired  from  Farnham,  in  the  Slough  district,  and 
had  been  disinfected  there. 

As  the  chauffeur’s  family  resided  at  Beaconsfield,  I kept  them 
isolated  and  under  personal  observation  during  the  quarantine 
period. 
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DIPHTHERIA. 

Three  cases  of  diphtheria  were  reported,  and  all  isolated  at 
their  own  home,  with  satisfactoi'y  results. 

TYPHUS  FEVER- 

On  June  4th,  1911,  I received  a notification  that  a gentleman 
residing  in  this  district  had  been  in  close  contact  with  a case  of 
typhus. 

I visited  him  and  quarantined  him  for  fourteen  days  from  the 
last  date  of  contact  with  the  infected  person. 

Although  we  see  very  few  cases  of  typhus  at  the  present  time, 
it  is  a very  serious  disease,  with  a very  high  mortality. 

There  was  much  correspondence  with  the  Authority  and  person 
concerned  on  the  length  of  quarantine,  but  I maintained  that  my 
province  was  the  protection  of  the  town  and  general  public  of  the 
district  from  all  risks  of  infection,  and  not  the  inconvenience  of 
any  Board  or  Authority  by  the  absence  of  one  of  the  staff. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

Two  cases  of  this  disease  have  been  reported  during  the  year. 

MEASLES  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH. 

During  the  spi'ing  of  the  year,  a few  cases  of  Measles  occurred, 
and  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  Whooping  Cough  has  been  very 
prevalent,  so  much  so  that  on  the  advice  of  Dr.  Hogarth,  the 
County  Medical  Officer,  who  is  also  the  Educational  Medical  Officer 
for  this  district,  the  Infant  Section  of  the  Elementary  Schools  was 
closed  from  Nov.  20th  until  after  the  Christmas  vacation.  One 
death  resulted  from  this  disease. 


TABLE  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  WITH  AGES. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Whoopiiif-f  Cough 

Rheumatic  Fever 

Cancer  

Bronchitis  

Pneumonia 

Premature  Birth  

Heart  Disease  

Debility  and  Convulsions 

Marasmus  

Senile  Decay 

Apoplexy  

Paralysis  Agitaus 


Number. 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

a 

H 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Age. 

7 mths. 

2 yrs. 

55  yrs.,  04  yrs.,  60  yrs.,  and  78  yrs. 
59  yrs.  and  79  yrs. 

86  yrs. 

1 hour,  7 days,  and  3 days. 

62  yrs.,  76  yrs.,  and  77  yrs. 

7 mths. 

3 mths. 

77  yrs. 

52  yrs. 

77  yrs. 


TRANSFERABLE  DEATHS 
INSTITUTIONS. 


Heart  Disease  ...  1 

General  Paralysis  of  Insane  ...  2 

Fracture  Skull  1 

Renal  Calculus,  &c.  1 

Senile  Decay  1 


TO  THIS  DISTRICT  FROM 


71  yrs. 

44  yrs.,  43  yrs. 
46  yrs. 

54  yrs. 

85  yrs. 
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INFANTILE  DIARRHOEA. 

A circular  memorandum  from  the  Local  Government  Board  re 
prevalence  of  epidemic  diarrhoea  among  children  was  received,  with 
a request  to  deal  with  the  subject  in  the  Annual  Report. 

As  you  are  no  doubt  aware,  the  death-rate  for  this  disease  has 
been  appalling  in  London  and  large  cities,  and  will,  of  necessity, 
raise  the  death-rate  of  infants.  Regulation  in  feeding  of  infants, 
general  cleanliness,  and  the  removal  of  decomposing  animal  and 
vegetable  matter  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  houses  is  a large 
item  towards  preventing  the  disease  during  excessively  hot  weather. 
In  August,  I made  a casual  inspection  of  the  cottage  parts  of  the 
district,  and  found  them  kept  remarkably  clear  of  conditions  likely 
to  give  rise  to  this  disease.  Although  a considerable  number  of 
cases  occurred  during  the  very  hot  weather,  no  fatal  results  have 
been  returned. 

In  my  private  practice,  I had  over  thirty  cases,  and  I found 
that  in  addition  to  ordinary  treatment,  by  prescribing  a mixture 
of  virol  and  barley  water,  excellent  results  were  obtained. 

An  institution  has  been  established  in  London  for  the  treat- 
ment of  this  disease  by  injection  of  modified  sea-water,  with  highly 
beneficial  results. 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS  AT  DIFFERENT  AGES. 


Age. 

No  in 

the  District. 

No.  outside 
but  belonging 
to  the  District. 

Total. 

Under  1 year 

6 

Nil 

G 

1 yr.  and  under  5 yrs. 

1 

Nil 

1 

5 yrs.  and  under  15  yrs.  . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Ni 

15  yrs.  and  under  25  yrs. . 

Nil 

Nil 

Ni 

25  yrs.  and  under  45  yrs. . . 

. . Nil 

2 

2 

45  yrs.  and  under  65yrs  . . 

6 

2 

8 

65  yrs.  and  over  . . 

7 

2 

9 

TABLE  OF  DEATHS  IN  EACH  MONTH. 


Month. 

Deaths. 

Male. 

Female. 

J anuary  . . 

3 

2 

1 

February  . . 

Nil 

Nil 

....  Nil 

March 

3 

Nil 

3 

April 

3 

1 

2 

May 

Nil 

Nil 

....  Nil 

J une 

1 

1 

....  Nil 

July 

..  Nil  ..  . 

Nil 

Nil 

August 

2 

1 

1 

Ser  tember 

4 

Nil 

...  4 

October 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

November 

1 

Nil 

1 

December  . . 

3 

1 

2 

Total  for  the  year  being  6 males  and  14  females  in  the  district. 
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Six  of  the  dcatlis  were  children  under  1 year,  giving  an  in- 
fantile mortality  of  84.7  per  1,000  births. 

Four  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  Cancer,  one  case  being  Cancer 
of  the  Liver,  one  case  Cancer  of  the  Hand,  two  cases  Cancer  of  the 
Breast,  the  majority  of  the  remaining  deaths  being  over  55  years 
of  age. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
returned,  and  only  one  due  to  Whooping  Cough,  with  complications. 


TABLE  OF  BIRTHS  IN  EACH  MONTH. 

lilonths.  Births.  j\Iale. 

Female. 

January 

4 

2 

2 

February  . . 

9 

4 

5 

March 

9 

4 

5 

April 

4 

3 

lilay 

. . 7 

1 

6 

June 

5 

3 

2 

July 

3 

1 

2 

August 

10 

7 

3 

September 

4 

3 

1 

October 

9 

2 

7 

November... 

4 

Nil 

4 

December 

4 

3 

1 

There  were  72  births  during  the  year,  31  being  males  and  41 
females,  an  excess  of  10  females  over  males. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Tuberculosis  is  a disease  produced  by  the  tubercle  bacilli 
forming  distinct  definite  lesions  in  any  organ  of  the  body,  and 
giving  rise  to  characteristic  physical  signs  and  symptoms,  according 
to  the  org^an  affected.  At  the  present  time,  the  most  important 
condition  which  Sanitary  Authorities  have  to  deal  is  phthisis. 

We  have  been  fortunate  in  having  very  few  cases  in  this 
district. 

The  means  at  our  disposal  for  combating  one  of  the  greatest 
scourges  of  humanity  are  notification,  isolation,  improved  means 
of  diagnosis,  treatment  and  removal  of  the  source  of  the  infection, 
and  it  is  only  by  the  united  action  of  all  these  points  that  ultimate 
success  can  be  obtained. 

Among  the  most  important  Public  Health  Acts  are  the  Tuber- 
cular Notification  Acts  of  1908  and  1911,  for  these  bring  the  Sanitary 
Authority  direct  knowledge  of  the  infected  persons  and  their  place 
of  residence,  thus  enabling  some  action  to  be  taken  for  treatment, 
prevention  of  the  spreading  of  the  disease  to  others,  supervision  of 
occupation  in  which  they  are  engaged,  improvement  of  their 
dwellings,  and  observation  of  contact  cases  or  relatives.  Com- 
pulsory notification  of  phthisis  in  New  York  has  led  to  most  satis- 
factory results. 
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But,  as  I have  stated  before,  notification  is  not  everything,  but 
is  undoiibtcdly  the  first  step  towards  greater  responsibility  upon 
the  Sanitary  Authorities  and  the  State,  thereby  leading  to  the 
better  control  of  persons  of  all  classes  infected  with  the  disease,  and 
the  isolation  of  the  diseased  from  the  healthy  members  of  the 
family  or  fellow  workers  by  removal  to  Sanatoria  or  Hospital,  or 
the  provision  of  revolving  huts,  tents,  etc. 

During  the  past  few  years,  much  advancement  has  been  made 
in  the  diagnosis  of  suspected  and  early  cases  by  the  use  of  Tuber- 
culin as  subcutaneous  injections  at  I'egular  intervals  (Koch’s  subcu- 
taneous tuberculin  reaction) ; by  scarification  (Piquet’s  method)  ; 
by  application  of  Moro’s  salve  and  Calmette’s  oculo-reaction. 

Among  the  most  important  sources  of  infection  is  tuberculous 
milch  cows  and  milk  su23ply,  and  this  fact  places  each  local  Sanitary 
Authority  in  a most  responsible  position. 

The  final  report  of  the  Royal  Commission  ajDpointed  to  inquire 
into  the  relation  of  animal  to  human  tuberculosis  was  issued  in 
July,  1911. 

The  Commission  was  appointed  to  inquire  and  report  with 
respect  to  Tuberculosis  : — 

I.  — Whether  animals  and  man  can  be  reciprocally  infected 

with  it. 

II.  — Whether  the  disease  in  animals  is  one  and  the  same. 

III.  — Under  what  conditions,  if  at  all,  the  transmission  of 

the  disease  from  animals  to  man  takes  place,  and 
what  are  the  circumstances  favourable  or  unfavourable 
to  such  transmission. 

By  experiment  and  exhaustive  investigation,  it  was  proved 
that  bovine  tubercle  bacilli  could  infest  the  human  body  and  be 
distinguishable  from  human  tubercle  bacilli,  it  being  found  in  the 
sputum  and  organs. 

It  was,  however,  most  marked  in  cases  of  primary  abdominal 
tuberculosis,  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  bacillus  entered 
the  system  through  the  intestinal  tract. 

The  rejiort  goes  on  to  say  : — “ A considerable  amount  of  the 
tuberculosis  of  childhood  is  to  be  ascribed  to  infection  with  bovine 
bacilli,  transmitted  to  children  in  meals  consisting  largely  of  the 
milk  from  the  cow.  We  are  convinced  the  measures  for  securing 
the  prevention  of  ingestion  of  living  bovine  tubercle  bacilli  with 
milk  would  greatly  reduce  the  number  of  cases  of  abdominal  and 
cervical  tuberculosis  in  children,  and  that  such  measures  should  ex- 
clude the  inclusion  from  the  food  supjfiy  of  milk  of  the  recognisably 
tuberculous  cow,  irrespective  of  the  site  of  the  disease,  whether  in 
the  udder  or  in  the  internal  organs.” 

You  will  doubtless  remember  that  I have  commented  in  other 
reports  on  the  absolute  necessity  of  a pure  milk  supply,  for  on  it 
depends  to  a large  extent  the  health  of  our  infant  population  and 
the  decrease  of  infantile  mortality. 
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It  cannot  be  denied  that  a large  proportion  of  the  mothers  of 
to-day  pi-efer  their  pleasures  to  their  duty.  Therefore,  the  purest 
and  most  reliable  substitute  must  be  obtainable  to  supply  what 
nature  has  ordained  to  be  our  supjDort  in  infant  life.  And  this 
can  only  be  obtained  by  scrupulous  cleanliness  of  utensils  and 
persons  engaged  in  the  industry ; the  j^eriodical  examination  of 
milch  cows  by  reliable  veterinary  surgeons ; the  registration  of 
sheds,  dairies,  farmers  su23plying  milk,  and  individual  cows ; and 
the  testing  for  tubercular  disease  in  every  additional  cow  imported 
into  the  herd  before  her  milk  is  allowed  to  be  used  for  human  con- 
sumption ; and,  furthermore,  the  keeping  separate  of  healthy  and 
diseased  cattle,  and  the  tracing,  by  numbering  and  I'egistration, 
to  their  future  destination,  even  to  the  slaughterhouse. 

As  a precautionai'y  measure,  it  is  advisable  to  boil  all  milk 
before  using. 

VACCINATION. 

I again  have  to  regret  the  increasing  number  of  so-called  con- 
scientious objectors,  and  many  of  these  being  people  who  have 
always  had  their  children  vaccinated  in  the  past. 

It  is  a very  serious  matter,  not  only  here,  but  all  over  the 
country,  for  should  this  loose  and  easy  method  of  avoiding  an  Act 
continue  over  a few  more  years,  the  majority  of  the  younger  popula- 
tion will  be  unvaccinated.  In  fact,  not  long  ago  it  was  reported 
that  nearly  25  per  cent,  of  the  infants  born  were  unvaccinated. 
Many  a scourge  has  devastated  the  country  in  the  jiast,  such  as 
plague,  and  it  is  no  idle  thought  that  smallpox  may  have  its 
numerous  victims  in  the  future,  as  it  has  in  the  past. 

METHODS  OF  DEALING  WITH  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES. 

I. — Isolation  at  home,  when  it  is  found  safe  and  possible  tu 

do  so. 

II. — Removal  to  Isolation  Hospital  when  unable  to  isolate 
at  home. 

III. — Diphtheria  anti-toxin  supplied  by  the  Council  in  cases 
where  they  cannot  afford  to  pay  for  it. 

IV. — The  disinfection  or  destruction  of  all  clothing,  bedding, 
etc.,  used  by  the  joatient. 

V. — The  disinfection  of  the  rooms,  or  the  whole  house,  if 
necessary,  in  which  an  infectious  case  has  dwelt,  followed  by  re- 
papering, limewashing,  distempering,  etc. 

VI. — Weekly  return  of  all  infectious  diseases  to  the  County 
Council  and  Local  Government  Board  on  post  cards  provided  for 
the  purpose ; and  the  receipt  of  returns  from  surrounding  and  other 
districts,  so  as  to  enable  us  to  discover  possible  chances  of  spreading 
of  the  disease  from  them  to  our  district. 
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VII. — The  isolation  of  persons  in  attendance  on  infectious 
cases  from  others. 

The  plan  of  the  New  Wing  for  the  treatment  of  a second  in- 
fectious disease  at  the  same  time  has  been  submitted,  and  the 
erection  of  the  same  will  be  commenced  in  due  course. 

I would  advise  that  the  Council  should  bear  the  expense  of 
Bacteriological  examination  of  cases  and  doubtful  cases  in  persons 
unable  to  afford  the  fees. 

Polio-myelitis  and  Cerebro-spinal  fever  have  been  added  to 
the  list  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  in  this  district. 

Summary  of  work  done  through  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr. 
Sargeant,  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Beaconsfield  in  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1911. 


I.  Nuisances. 

1 Complaints  received  ... 

*2  Nuisances  detected  witliout  complaint 

3 Nuisances  abated 

4 Notices  served 

5 Summonses  taken  out... 

6 Convictions 


None 

5 

5 

1 

None 

None 


II.  Housing. 

7 Houses  inspected 

8 Other  premises  inspected 

9 Overcrowding  abating... 

10  Houses  closed ... 

11  Closing  orders  becoming  operative 

12  Demolition  orders 

1.3  Houses  placed  in  habitable  repair 

14  Defects  remedied  without  closing  orders 

15  Defects  remedied  after  closing  orders  ... 

16  Dirty  houses  cleansed... 

17  Closing  orders  determined 

18  Houses  represented  as  unfit  for  habitation 


III.  Drains,  W.C.’s,  Privies,  Etc. 


New  Work 


Old  Work 
Eepaired 


19  Total  defects  found 

20  New  drains  laid 

21  Earth,  pail  closets  or  privies  constructed 

22  W.O.s  constructed 

23  W.C.s  supplied  with  water 

24  Drains  cleansed,  repaired,  relaid  or  ven- 

tilated ...  ... 

25  Privies  and  W.C.s  repaired 


46 

9 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


15 

15 


15 

15 


IV.  Water  Supply. 

f 26  Houses  connected  with  water  mains  ...  23 

New  Work-j  27  Samples  taken  for  analysis  ...  ...  None 

r 28  Cisterns  cleansing,  repaired,  etc. 

Old  work  I 29  Wells  cleansed  or  repaired 
Repaired  \Vells  closed  ... 


V.  Food. 

31  Seizure  of  unsound  meat,  etc.  ... 


REMARKS,  &c. 
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VI.  Slaughter  Houses. 


32  Isuinbei' on  ref'ibter  ...  ...  ...  ..  . 2 

33  Number  of  iiisiiectioiis  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

34  Number  of  defects  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

35  Number  of  cleanseil,  limewaslied,  repaired,  etc.  ...  2 

VII.  Bakehouses. 

36  Numl)er  on  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

37  Numl)er  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

38  Number  of  defects  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

33  Number  of  cleansed,  liniewaslied,  repaired,  etc.  ...  4 


VIII.  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 

40  Number  of  dairymen  or  purveyors  of  milk  on  register  4 

41  Number  of  ditto  registered  during  tbe  year 

42  Number  of  cow  keepers  on  register  ...  ...  ...  2 

43  Number  of  cow’keepers  registered  during  the  year 

44  Numlier  of  visits  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

45  Number  of  notices  issued  rc  cleansing,  water  supply. 


and  sanitary  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

IX.  Workshops. 

46  Number  on  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

47  Number  of  insjiections  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

48  Number  of  defects  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

49  Number  of  notices  served  re  cleansing,  overcrowding. 

Sanitary  defects,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 


X.  Various. 

50  llemoval  of  animals  improperly  kept  ... 

51  Visits  to  infected  houses 

52  Houses  disinfected 

XI.  OTHER  HEADINGS  OR  REMARKS. 


TABLE  OF  POPULATION  FOR  LAST  10  YEARS 
WITH  BIKTHS  AND  DEAlHS. 


Year. 

Population. 

Births. 

Deaths 

1902 

1584  

....  40  ... 

26 

1903 

1594  

....  49  ... 

21 

1904 

1617  

....  40  ... 

30 

1905 

1631  

....  42  ... 

21 

1906 

1660  

....  38  ... 

11 

1907 

1674  

....  43  ... 

23 

1908 

1704  

....  51  ... 

24 

1909 

1738  

....  62  .. 

. ..  . 20 

1910 

2296  ..... 

....  54  ... 

15 

Census  1911 

2511  

....  72  ... 

20 

In  taking  a short  review  of  the  report,  it  will  be  seen  that 
we  have,  as  in  other  years,  been  remarkably  free  from  infectious 
diseases  of  a serious  nature.  The  deaths  have  been  chiefly  among 
infants  and  elderly  persons,  and  gives  us  a death  rate  of  7.9  per 
1,000  population  for  the  district,  and  with  the  added  six  deaths 
in  institutions  outside  the  district,  but  transferable  to  it,  a death 
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rate  of  10.35  per  1,000  jropulation,  both  of  which  rates  compare 
most  favourably  with  the  general  rate  of  the  country. 

The  birth  rate  is  also  favourably  comparable,  being  28.67  per 
1,000  jropulation. 

Whilst  there  have  been  no  deaths  from  any  of  the  Zymotic 
diseases,  which  I ventui’e  to  say  can  be  said  of  very  few  towns  in 
the  kingdom.  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  have  been  prevalent, 
but  these  are  often  so  among  young  children,  and  with  more  care 
on  the  part  of  the  parents,  and  a little  medical  treatment,  this 
might  have  been  less,  but  even  then,  only  one  fatal  case  was 
registered.  There  has  also  been  a gradual  advancement  in  sanitary 
matters;  and,  in  conclusion,  I would  like  to  thank  your  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr.  Sargeant,  for  his  help  and  assistance  in  those 
branches  of  the  Health  department  in  which  I am  concerned. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ARTHUR  H.  TURNER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Beaconsfield  Urban  District. 

Leigh  House,  Beaconsfield, 

March  14th,  1912. 


